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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 12134 271038Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 HA-05 
/030W 

067867 271112Z/10 

P R 270929Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 3676 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 12134 

USICA FOR EA, PGM/RC, VOA/PF, PGM/P, PGM/RM/RP 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUB J : THAI MEDIA REACTION— AMERICAN COMMUNIST IN CAMBODIA 

1 . THE VISIT OF AMERICAN COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER DANIEL LEON BURSTEIN 
TO CAMBODIA IS AIMED AT IMPROVING THE PHNOM PENH REGIME S IMAGE, AN 
UNSIGNED COLUMN IN THE THAI-LANGUAGE IN DAILY TIME SAYS. 

2. NOTING THE VISIT CAME AS PRESIDENT CARTER DENOUNCED CAMBODIA FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, THE WRITER SAID IN THE PAPER'S APRIL 26 
EDITION, "THE IMAGE OF CAMBODIA IS GRADUALLY WORSENING, WHILE THAT OF 
VIETNAM IS GREATLY IMPROVING IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD. 

3. "IT CAN BE CONSIDERED THAT CHINA IS GRAVELY CONCERNED OVER 
CAMBODIA. SO IT HAS ASKED THE AMERICAN COMMUNIST TO HELP BURSH 
UP CAMBODIA'S IMAGE. 

4. "WITH THE AMERICAN HABIT OF SPEAKING STRAIGHTFOWARDLY, BURSTEIN 
THOUGH A COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER, MAY BE ABLE TO MAKE THE WORLD 
BELIEVE THAT CAMBODIA IS NOT AS BAD AS ALLEGED, "COLUMNIST 
CONCLUDED. 

MCGINLEY 
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